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Grace  Evangelical 
and   Reformed  Church 

302  WEST  LEXINGTON  AT  WEBSTER  •  FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


THE    HISTORY    OF    SEVENTY-FIVE    YEARS    OF    PROGRESS     IN    OUR  CHURCH 


These  pages  are  dedicated  to  those  jaithjid  and  courageous  men  and 
ivomen  of  yesterday  who  organized  and  perpetuated  Grace  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church: 

To  the  pastors  a)id  their  families  who  gave  so  much  of  their  time, 
energy,  devotion  aud  spiritual  sacrifice  as  true  shepherds  of  the 
flock; 

To  the  present  membership  xvho  by  its  uuiterial  gifts,  serxnces  and  the 
help  of  God  is  maintaining  a  place  of  worship  for  present  and  future 
generations; 

To  those  of  the  future  xvho  xvill  move  forxcard  together  and  by  the 
Grace  of  God  sustain  a  greater  Church  for  the  Glory  of  His  Kingdom. 


ANNIVERSARY  GREETING 


"Saiiiurl  lool;  ti  slniii\  luid  .s('/  //  helioeeu  Alizjx'h  and  Slieii  "Hillirrlo 

/mill  llic  Lord  Iwlj/cd  lis."—  I  Samtiei.  7:1-!. 

"Ye  luive  iiol  j>iis.st'd  this  ivii\  lici't'lojoir.  '—josHVA  j:4. 

"C'lioo.sf  you  tills  day  loliom  ye  u'ill  sewe:  .  .  .  hiil  iis  jor  me  tnid  my  house,  ive  will 
serue  the  Lord.'  —]oshv\  24:15. 


It  is  indeed  a  privilege  to  be  the  pastor  oF  a  church  that  is 
celebrating  its  Diamond  Jubilee,  its  Seventy-Hfth  Anni- 
versary, (irace  Church,  like  Sanuiel,  is  placing  a  mark  in 
its  glorious  history  ol  service,  in  this  year  1958,  and  saying. 
"Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  As  we  look  over  the 
seventy-Hve  years  since  the  congregation  as  a  small  group 
oi  faith  [id  Chiistiairs  was  organized  in  order  to  serve  the 
Lord  they  lo\ed,  the  church  has  had  its  ups  and  downs, 
its  times  ol  joy  and  its  times  of  heartache  and  anxiety.  The 
congregation  has  experienced  many  growing  pains  and  has 
liad  choices  to  make,  such  as  Joshua  speaks  of  as  a  leader  of 
tlie  Children  o\  Israel:  "Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will 
serve."  1  he  ch(jices  made  dining  the  seventy-five  years 
are  evidenced  in  tiie  history  of  tlie  life  and  ser\'ice  of  Cirace 
Church  and  truly  verify  the  woids  ol  Joshua— "As  lor  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 

Cod  has  blessed  (.ia(c  Chui(li  as  a  (  ougregat ion.  gi\  iiig  it 
this  oppoiliuiit)   lo  obseiAc  its  Se\'eiil  )-ld  t  h  Amii\eisary. 


Seventy-five  years  of  living,  loving  and  serving  the  Lord 
have  been  written.  What  is  there  written  cannot  be 
changed.  .\s  we  review  those  first  se\enty-five  years  we  say 
with  Samuel,  "Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  We 
close  this  chapter  of  the  history  of  Crace  Church,  but  that 
is  not  the  end  of  the  story  for  now  we  begin  a  new  chapter 
in  the  book  of  history  and  service  to  our  (iod  and  our 
fellowmen.  Let  us  continue  to  place  our  complete  trust 
in  Cod,  having  faith  that  he  will  continue  to  lead  us  and 
guide  us  in  the  years  ahead,  and  remembering  to  sav.  ".As 
for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord."  \Xq  must 
go  on.  lliere  is  no  going  back.  Whate\'er  the  path  before 
us,  we  must  tread  it.  Let  us  not  go  alone.  We  can  ha\e 
Christ  with  us  every  day  and  all  the  way  to  help  us  fuliiill 
His  threefold  ministry  of  preaching,  teaching  and  healing. 
"  The  Loid  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee:  1  he  Lord  make  His 
lace  to  sliine  upon  thee,  and  l)e  giacious  unto  thee:  I  he 
Lord  lilt  ii|)  His  c ounteuaiu e  upon  thee,  .iiul  gi\e  thee 
|)eac  e."— Ninubers  (>:  L'  l-L'(). 


RACE    EVANGELICAL   AND   REFORMED  CHURCH 


Seventy-five  years  ago  a  small  group  ol  people  from  the  Re- 
formed Church  desired  to  have  worship  services  conducted 
in  the  English  language  instead  of  CTerman.  Reverend 
Carl  M.  Schaaf.  D.D..  pastor  of  St.  John's  German  Re- 
formed Church  of  Fort  Wayne  at  that  time,  made  a  survey 
of  conditions  here  for  the  Synod.  Through  his  efforts  and 
observations,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Ohio 
Synod  sent  the  Reverend  1.  J.  Bacher  to  Fort  Wayne  in 
January  1883. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Bacher  and  his  small  group  held  their 
first  service  in  a  former  Jewish  Synagogue  on  Harrison 
Street  on  April  1.  1883.  One  month  later  on  Pentecost 
Sunday,  May  1,^,  1883,  twenty-three  members  renewed 
their  faith  under  the  new  English  services.  This  group  was 
augmented  by  nine  who  made  their  first  confession  of 
faith  and  sixteen  who  transferred  from  other  churches. 
These  forty-eight  people  organized  a  congregation  and 
assumed  the  name  of  Cirace  Reformed  Church. 

One  year  later,  in  1884,  a  chapel  was  built  on  the  rear  of 
a  lot  on  East  Washington  Street.  After  five  years  of  service. 
Reverend  Bacher  ended  his  ministry  here  on  April  1,  1888 
and  was  succeeded  by  Reverend  A.  K.  Zartman,  D.D. 


During  the  first  year  oi  Dr.  Zartman's  pastorate  in  1889. 
the  congregation  purchased  the  adjoining  property  to  the 
east  of  the  Chapel  and  erected  a  parsonage.  In  1894  work 
was  started  on  the  erection  of  the  down-town  church  build- 
ing and  it  was  dedicated  in  April  1895.  The  dedicatory 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Reverend  David  Van  Horn. 

A  new  pipe  organ  was  installed  and  the  entire  building 
was  redecorated  and  recarpeted  in  the  year  1912.  Dr  Zart- 
man tendered  his  resignation  after  twenty-eight  vcars' 
service  and  was  followed  in  1916  by  Reverend  Nevin  H. 
Schaaf,  son  of  the  Reverend  Carl  Schaaf. 

Dining  the  six  years  Reverend  Schaaf  served,  a  financial 
campaign  was  conducted  resulting  in  the  installation  of  a 
new  heating  plant  in  the  church,  the  enlargement  of  the 
kitchen  [acilities  and  the  refrescoing  and  redecorating  of 
the  chinch  sanctuary  and  Sunday  School  rooms.  Reverend 
Schaaf  resigned  from  his  (irace  ministry  in  1922  to  answer 
a  call  from  Wabash. 

Reverend  J.  H.  String  then  became  pastor  of  (irace  Church 
in  December  1922  and  during  his  three  years'  of  service  the 
improvement  program  lor  the  church,  parsonage  and  Sun- 


GRACE  EVANGELICAL  AND  REFORMED  CHURCH  CONGREGATION 


GRACE  EVANGELICAL  AND  REFORMED  CHURCH  SANCTUARY 


day  School  was  completed.  Sunday,  October  14,  1923  was  a 
memorable  one;  for  on  that  day  the  fortieth  anni\'ersary  of  the 
founding  of  Grace  Chinxh  was  celebrated.  Four  special  services 
in  honor  of  the  occasion  included  a  rally  day  and  promotion  pro- 
gram held  during  the  Sunday  School  hour,  followed  by  the  morn- 
ing service.  Two  services  were  held  in  the  evening,  the  first  being 
in  charge  of  the  young  people. 

Reverend  R.  S.  Beaver  was  called  to  Grace  Church  pulpit  in 
December,  1925  after  the  resignation  of  Reverend  String  earlier 
in  the  year.  Reverend  J.  F.  1  apy.  Superintendent  of  the  Re- 
formed Children's  Home  at  that  time,  served  as  interim  pastor. 

In  the  spring  of  1925  the  congregation  took  favorable  action 
toward  relocating  in  some  part  of  the  city  where  there  might  be 
greater  opportunity  for  growth  and  service.  On  June  2,  1926  the 
property  at  the  corner  of  Lexington  and  Webster  was  purchased 
for  the  stun  of  $7,900.  In  July  of  1927  groiuid  was  broken  for 
the  new  church.  The  cornerstone  of  Crrace  Reformed  Church  was 
laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies  at  a  special  service  on  Siuiday 
afternoon  July  -^1,  1927.  I  he  contents  of  the  cornerstones  of  the 
old  church  at  316  East  Washington  with  a  number  of  new  papers 
were  enclosed  in  the  new  cornerstone.  I  he  program  of  the 
afternoon  leatured  special  music,  scriptme  reading  by  the  Re\ - 
erend  F.  H.  Rupnow  and  a  message  h\  Dr.  HeiuN  J.  Christman. 
President,  Central  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio.  More 
lhan  .SOO  meml)ers  and  their  friends  attended  tiie  serx  iie. 


The  February  28,  H)28  issue  oi  the  Cwace  Relornicd  Messenger 
states  that: 

■"on  Sunday  morning.  February  3th,  1928  under  the  blue  skies 
of  a  beautiful  winter  day,  this  beautiful  house  of  worship  was 
dedicated  to  the  Crlory  of  God.  and  the  honor  of  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  Living  God.  our  Lord  and  Savior.  The  high  point 
of  dedication  week  came  at  the  services  on  Sunday,  when 
Reverend  Paul  Leinbach,  D.D..  spoke  to  three  large  audiences, 
the  afternoon  services  being  broadcast  o\er  Station  WO  WO. 
Following  this  service  the  pastors  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Reformed 
Churches,  and  also  from  neighboring  cities,  brought  greetings. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Wise.  Superintendent  of  Churcli  Frection.  also  de- 
livered an  address  Tuesday  evening.  Reverend  Nevin  Schaaf, 
former  pastor,  brought  the  message,  and  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, Reverend  Rocca,  President  of  the  City  Ministerial  Associ- 
ation, brought  greetings  from  the  Fort  Wayne  churches.  This 
was  followed  by  the  message  of  the  e\'ening,  by  Dr.  }.  H. 
String  of  Zelienople,  Pa.,  also  a  former  pastor  of  (irace  Church. 
Thursday  evening  a  fine  musical  program  was  rendered,  and 
the  busy  week  ended  Friday  e\ening  with  a  Connnunity  Pro- 
gram, when  greetings  were  brought  from  the  various  organi- 
zations of  Harrison  Hill,  in  which  district  of  the  city  our 
church  is  located.  I  he  address  of  the  exening  was  gi\en  by 
Mr.  L.  C.  Ward.  Superintendent  of  City  Scliools.  In  addition 
to  this,  there  should  also  be  mentioned  the  splendid  musical 
programs  rendered  at  each  service,  which  added  much  to  the 
beauty  of  the  services." 


1958  CONFIRMATION  CLASS 
Front  Row,  Left  to  Right— Lois  Pauline  Speidell,  Pastor  Edward  W.   Drews,   Patricia  Ann 
Bailey.    Bock  Row,  Left  to  Right— Verl  Walter  Sipe,  Victor  Robert  Misar,  Donald  Clarence 
Mcintosh,  Cheryl  Ann  Meyer. 


FIRST  CONFIRMATION  CLASS 
First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Alice  V.  Grisso,  Saliie  Little  Grosjean,  Edith  Nill  Pope. 
Row,  Left  to  Right—  Erna  Neireiter  Gumpper,  Jennie  Pierson  Thropmaton. 


MEMBERS  WITH  FIFTY  OR  MORE  YEARS  MEMBERSHIP   IN   GRACE  CHURCH 


First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Willord  Bowman,  Mrs.  Gaorge  Keller,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Gump- 
per,  Mrs.  Viola  Kanning,  Mrs.  John  Riley,  Mrs.  Harvey  A.  Bryant. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right — Mrs.  Victor  Guebard,  Miss  Hazel  Gooley,  Mrs.  Charles  G 
Didrick,  Mrs.  Henry  Hildebrand,  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Masel,  Mr.  Floyd  Siebold. 

Members  who  hove  held  membership  fifty  or  more  years  not  on  the  picture. 
Mr.   and  Mrs.   Charles   E.   Crum,   Mrs.   William   F.   Botteron,   Mrs.    Henry   W.  Kronmiller, 
Mrs.  Fred  H.  Tegtmeyer. 


Wc  note  in  the  Messenger  of  March,  1928  that 

"about  300  persons  were  in  the  first  church  service;  200 
came  to  tlie  Lord's  I  able.  A  niuiibei'  of  classes  reached 
(lie  100'/^,  mark  in  church  attendance.  A  niunber  ol 
small  children  were  in  the  chinch  nursery.  I  he  pastor 
is  pieparint^  a  class  lor  conlnination  on  Easter." 

I  lie  Kcvficnd  iVIr.  lieaver  served  as  pastor  lor  six  years 
and  was  succeeded  by  Reveicnd  I).  E.  Reenrsnyder  in 
Deceinhci ol  l!)'(l.   When  ihe  Re\crend  Mr.  Recmsnyder 


came  to  Fort  Wayne  in  the  middle  ol  the  depression,  the  church 
was  burdened  with  a  .|i7(),()00  debt.  1  he  church  was  saved  by  the 
heroic  and  consecrated  leadership  ol  Pastor  Reemsnyder  and  by 
the  supreme  sacrifices  of  some  of  its  members.  This  debt  was 
licjuidated  during  his  pastorate.  . , 

Among  items  of  interest  that  occurred  during  his  ministry  here 
was  the  Golden  Anniversary  celebration  of  Grace  Reformed 
Church  which  had  been  postponed  from  May  to  October  8th- 15th, 
1933  because  of  the  illness  of  Reverend  15.  E.  Reemsnyder. 

The  week  of  this  anniversary  celebration  was  featured  by  a  Home- 
coming of  the  Church  School,  a  Fraternal  Service,  an  Anniversary 
Reception,  a  Musical  Service  and  the  Golden  Anni^'ersarv  Serv- 
ice. Mr.  Ray  Snyder,  Superintendent  of  the  Church  School,  pre- 
sided at  the  Homecoming  Service.  The  members  of  the  school 
were  favored  by  an  address  by  the  former  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Walter  F.  Close,  and  remarks  by  former  Superintendents  E.  A. 
Slater,  E.  W.  Baumgartner  and  E.  E.  Patf. 

Messages  from  Pastors  of  sexeral  city  churches  -^vere  heard 
at  the  Fraternal  Service,  Sunday  exening  October  8th. 

The  Anni\ersary  sermon  was  deli\ered  by  the  Rexerend 
E.  N.  E\ans  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana  on  October  Ifith. 

The  history  ol  Cirace  Church  Avas  read  hv  Mr.  C.  H. 
(iiuiipper  at  this  ser\ice. 

i  he  impressi\e  Ciolden  AiniixersarN  Week  xvas  closed  bv 
an  ins|)iring  e\ening  Musical  Ser\ice  on  Sunchn  October 


15,  1933.  This  service  featured  the  Ladies'  Chorus  from 
Berne,  the  Men's  Chorus  from  Berne,  a  male  quartet  from 
Dutch  Ridge,  Indiana  and  solo  numbers  by  Mrs.  Ralpli 
Jahn,  Bluffton:  Mr.  Josef  Seabold,  Bluffton,  and  Mr. 
Chalmer  Fisher,  Decatur. 

W'ith  the  unification  of  all  Relormed  and  E\'angelical 
Churches  in  1934  the  name  of  Grace  Church  became 
Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 

Reverend  Reemsnyder  retired  on  Jidy  15.  1946  having 
served  the  Reformed  ministry  forty-three  years  and  for  fifteen 
years  as  pastor  of  Grace  Church.  A  call  was  then  extended  to  and 
accepted  by  Reverend  John  W.  Heistand  who  conducted  his  first 
service  on  September  1,  1946.  In  the  spring  of  1947  the  area 
under  the  sanctuary  was  excavated  and  made  usable  lor  classrooms 
and  assembly  purposes.  Early  in  1949  a  parsonage  at  213  Nortii 
Seminole  Circle  was  purchased.  Until  that  time  rental  j^rojjerties 
had  been  used  for  that  purpose. 

Re\erend  Heistand  tendered  his  resignation  in  July  1949  to 
accept  a  call  to  become  Superintendent  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Children's  Home. 

The  congregation  extended  a  call  to  Reverend  F.  J.  Lowenbergli 
to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  Reverend  Heistand  which  he  accepted. 
Reverend  Lowenbergh  began  his  ministry  here  on  October  8, 
1949. 

A  rehabilitation  program  was  begun  in  1952  whicli  included  the 
waterproofing  oi  the  exterior  brickwork  ol  the  building,  install- 


ing new  downspouting,  a  new  heating  plant,  a  completely 
new  altar-centered  chancel  and  pipe  organ,  new  carpeting 
in  the  sanctuary,  plus  redecorating  ol  all  Sunday  School 
rooms  and  the  sanctuary.  A  new  pastor's  study  including 
a  small  chapel  lor  the  pastor's  use  was  also  built  and 
furnished.  When  work  was  completed,  a  dedicatory  serv- 
ice was  held  during  the  morning  worship  service  on  No- 
vember 7,  1954.  A  nuisical  was  presented  by  the  choir  and 
organist  in  the  evening. 


THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CONSISTORY  ARE  THE  ELECTED  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  CONGRE- 
GATION. THEY  AS  SERVANTS  OF  THEIR  CONGREGATION  AND  ASSISTANTS  OF  THEIR 
PASTOR  LEAD  THEIR  FELLOW  MEMBERS  IN  "WORKS  OF  FAITH"  AND  "LABOURS  OF  LOVE". 

CONSISTORY 

First  Row,  Left  to  Right — Kenneth  Longenberger,  Monte  K.  Richards,  Edward  S.  Miller, 
Homer  F.  Fry,  Pastor  Edward  W.  Drews,  Lytle  L.  Harlan. 

Second   Row,   Left   to   Right — William   V*/.    Koontz,    George    E.   Marchol,   Mrs.    Derrell  R. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Lloyd  E.  Godfrey,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Masel,  Mrs.  G.  Ray  Sink. 
Third   Row,   Left  to   Right — Floyd   F.   Johnson,   Robert    E.   Gruber,   Vaughn    E.    Bailey,  J. 
Wilbur  Haley,  Ivan  C,  Gordon,  Lawrence  E.  Slater. 


/    \  ^  iiiMiri 


After  serving  Cirace  Church  lor  over  six  and  one-hall  years. 
Reverend  Lowenbergh  resigned  to  become  pastor  ol  an 
Ohio  parish. 

1  he  Reverend  A.  C.  Young  of  Fort  Wayne  lilled  the  pulpit 
as  interim  pastor  until  the  selection  and  arrival  of  a  new 
pastor. 

The  congregation  invited  I  hc  Reverend  Edward  W. 
Drews  of  Detroit,  Michigan  to  serve  as  its  ninth  pastor. 
Pastor  Drews  preached  his  first  sermon  on  December  2, 
1956.  A  number  of  items  of  interest  occurred  during  the 
interval  of  time  between  the  election  of  Pastor  Drews  and 
the  close  of  the  first  complete  year  of  his  ministry.  Tlie 
parsonage  was  renovated  at  a  cost  of  .f.4,5()().  A  nursery 
service  to  limction  during  the  Divine  Worship  hour  was 
re-established  and  a  Youth  Fellowship  was  re-organized. 
An  Ushers  Cltib  was  also  organized  which  lias  proved  to 
be  very  functional  in  improving  the  dignity  of  the  church 
services.  The  congregation  was  fortiuiate  in  having  an 
official  visit  by  the  President  of  the  Michigan,  Indiana 
Synod  during  the  calendar  year  1957,  and  by  a  visit  of  a 
returned  Missionary  from  Japan.  "Fhe  Reverend  (ieorge 
F.  Reusser  who  visited  the  Church  School,  preached  a 
sciiiioii  and  showed  slides  of  his  work  in  japan,  gave  us 
another  inspii at ional  event  of  the  year. 

I  he  most  leceiit  ( hange  in  the  status  ol  (iiace  C'huich 
o(<  unc(l  ill  June,  1957  when  our  flenominat ion  merged 
with  llu-  Congi  (gal  ional  Cliiistiaii  Cliui(hes  to  lorm  The 


CHURCH  CUSTODIAN 
Mr.  Henry  A.  Heikowsky 


United  Church  of  Christ.  At  present  our  church  uses  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  denominational  name 
in  coml)ination  with  oin-  new  name.  The  United  Church 
of  Clirist. 

Crace  Church  now  moves  into  another  t\venty-live  years 
ol  service  and  growth  with  an  announced  program  calling 
lor  5%  increase  in  cluiich  membership,  increase  in  church 
attendance,  a  5%  increase  in  Church  School  enrollment 
and  a  50%  increase  in  gi\  ing  to\vard  current  expenses  and 
benevolences.  It  also  plans  lor  the  expansion  of  tiie 
church  pioperty  to  pro\  ide  more  ade(|uate  i  lassrooni  spat  e. 
A  building  fund  has  l)een  established  and  it  is  liopetl  that 
new  buildings  will  betome  a  re.ilit\  in  the  nol  too  tlislant 
future. 


History  of  The  CHOIR 


Prior  to  the  formation  of  a  choir  a  pipe  organ  was  donated  to  our 
church  on  Washington  St.  in  part  by  the  Carnegie  Foundation. 
Formerly  music  was  provided  by  a  piano  and  an  old  pump  organ. 
Miss  Bertha  Bitner  was  the  first  organist  to  use  t]ie  new  organ. 

Following  Miss  Bitner  was  A.  Leslie  Jacobs,  Claire  Edwards  and 
then  Mrs.  Gaston  Bailhe  who  started  in  1922  and  moved  with  us 
in  1927,  organ  and  all,  to  our  present  location.  There  was  no 
choir  and  only  paid  professional  singers  presented  musical 
selections. 

Mrs.  liailhe  started  the  first  volunteer  choir  in  1927.  Its  members 
sang  in  the  new  church  at  the  dedication  in  1928.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  members  oi  the  first  choir  one  is  still  singing  in  our  present 
choir— Mr.  Ray  Sink. 

Mrs.  Bailhe  left  C-race  Church  in  19,S7  and  Mrs.  Marguerite 
Heuer  served  as  organist  until  1942.  Mrs.  Edgar  Ci.  DeForest  took 
over  at  that  time,  serving  as  both  organist  and  director  as  Mrs. 
Bailhe  had  done.  In  1943  Mrs.  DeForest  started  a  Junior  Choir. 
People  said  it  would  not  be  a  success,  but  it  was  and  is  still  an 
established  organization  today.  At  present  we  ha\e  twenty-one 
children  enrolled  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  David  (ieri".  Mrs. 


SENIOR  CHOIR 

First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Eugene  Dennis,  Mrs.  Noah  A.  Arnold,  Miss  Pamela  L. 
Brown,  Mrs.  David  H.  Gerig  (director),  Mrs.  G.  Doyal  White  (organist).  Miss  Carol 
Heuer,  Miss  Connie  Jo  Arnold. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Chaster  F.  Gollimore,  Miss  Marianne  E.  Parody,  Mrs. 
Robert  L.  Ponsot,  Miss  Betty  Tegtmeyer,  Mrs.  Vaughn  E.  Bailey,  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Ruhl, 
Miss  Beverly  Preston,  Mr.  Donald  N.  Cochren. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Miss  Barbara  J.  Curtis,  Mrs.  Lytle  L.  Harlan,  Mrs.  Ivan  C. 
Gordon,  Mrs.  Melvin  W.  Arnold,  Mrs.  Caleb  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  George  E.  Marchal,  Miss 
Jacqueline  Brown. 

Fourth  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mr,  H.  Eugene  Dennis,  Mr.  Floyd  F.  Johnson,  Mr.  Robert  L. 
Ponsot,  Mr.  George  E.  Marchal,  Mr.  Walter  E.  Pohler,  Mr.  Ivan  C.  Gordon,  Mr.  Melvin 
W.  Arnold,  Mr.  G.  Ray  Sink. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR  AND  ORGANIST 
Mrs.   G.   Doyal   White  Mrs.    David   H.  Gerig 


Basil  Squires  is  choir  mother,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Dale  Masel, 
Mrs.  George  E.  Marchal,  and  Mrs.  Monte  K.  Richards. 

Leaving  us  in  1945,  Mrs.  DeForest  was  followed  by  Mrs. 
Georgia  Gingher  who  stayed  until  the  fall  of  1949.  Then 
Mr.  William  Luhman  played  for  us  until  our  present 
organist,  Mrs.  G.  Doyal  White  who  so  ably  helps  the 
choir  over  its  rough  places,  joined  us  in  the  fall  of  1950. 

Choir  directors  of  the  past  include  Mr.  Mark  Bills,  Mr. 
Oliver  Steiner,  Rev.  Mr.  Ramseyer,  Mr.  John  Sewell,  Miss 


Una  J.  Bangs  and  Mr.  Floyd  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson  is  the 
only  one  who  is  a  member  of  ovn~  church,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  choir.  Our  present  director,  Mrs.  David 
Gerig,  has  served  our  choir  faithfully  since  Sept.  1947. 

In  past  years  the  choir  has  given  many  cantatas  in  our 
church  and  in  the  connnunity;  sometimes  to  raise  money 
for  such  things  as  robes  and  music,  and  sometimes  just  for 
the  entertainment  and  enjoyment  of  themselves  and  others 
—but  always  remembering  to  dedicate  their  songs  and 
nnisic  of  praise  to  the  Glory  of  God. 


The  JUNIOR  CHOIR 


JUNIOR  CHOIR 

First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Timothy  Marchal,  El  nora  Vondervort,  Stanley  Fox,  Cheryl  Williams,  Debro 
Richards,  Joseph  Mosel. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right—Mrs.  G.  Doyal  White  (organist),  Pamela  Daihl,  Judith  Ruhl,  Janice  Short, 
Lois  Gallimore,  Ted  Pfeifer,  Mrs.  David  H.  Gerig  (director). 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Sandra  Fa  rmer,  Joan  Slater,  Craig  Reynolds,  B?th  Sc|uircs,  Gary  Marcliol, 
Michael  Nitzsche,  Jano  Slater. 


History  of  the  CHURCH  SCHOOL 


The  Chapel  was  ereeted  in  the  summer  ol  1884  at  East  Washington  St. 
and  Grace  Church  School  was  really  started. 

The  enrollment  grew  with  the  new  church  and  by  1915  there  were  ap- 
proximately 125  members  participating.  I  hen  came  talk  oi  mo\ing  the 
church  to  a  residential  part  of  the  city. 

After  a  plot  of  ground  had  been  purchased  in  June  of  1926,  it  was  decided 
that  a  Church  School  should  be  started  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  church 
site  at  Lexington  and  Webster,  and  permission  was  granted  by  the  School 
City  to  rent  space  in  the  Harrison  Hill  School. 

A  preliminary  survey  of  the  area  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Capin  concerning 
church  affiliation,  and  an  in\'itation  to  become  members  of  the  new  Church 
School  was  extended  to  the  residents.  In  the  fall  of  1926,  the  new  area 
branch  of  Grace  Church  School  held  its  first  meeting  with  sixteen  members 
present.  During  this  time,  the  Church  School  at  the  down-town  location 
had  been  flourishing  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Slater,  the  Assistant 
Superintendent.  The  Christmas  program  of  1926  was  presented  by  the  new 
school  combined  with  the  original  school  from  downtown  in  the  auditoriuni 
of  Harrison  Hill  School. 

Mr.  E.  Paff,  the  Church  School  Sui)erintendent.  with  the  help  of  the  E.  W. 
Baumgartner  family,  the  Charles  Masel  family.  Dale  Schwartz,  and  other 
leaders  from  the  original  school,  worked  and  built  up  the  membership  to 
approximately  130  by  the  time  the  new  church  moNX'd  to  its  new  location 
late  in  the  fall  of  1927. 

Thus  with  consecrated  workers  in  both  locations,  (irace  Cliurch  School  was 
able  to  start  in  its  new  home  with  o\'er  200  active  members.  Changes  came 
as  the  church  grew  and  events  varied,  but  the  primary  purpose  of  the  teach- 
ing of  God's  Word  is  still  a  predominant  work  of  the  Church  School  after 
these  many  years  of  its  privilege  of  service.  With  classes  for  those  of  every 
age  the  Church  School  has  grown  to  its  present  enrollment  of  4.38. 


GRACE   EVANGELICAL  AND   REFORMED  CHURCH  SCHOOL 
OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 
First    Row,    Left    to    Right— Mrs.    Ralph    Solt,    Miss    Sharon    Ruhl,  Miss 
Barbara  Curtis,   Mrs.   Donald  C.   Hirons,   Mrs.   Charles   E.   Stiffler,  Mrs. 
Ivan  C.  Gordon,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Longenberger. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— Miss  Ethel  E.  Johnson,  Mrs.  George  E. 
Marchal,  Mrs.  Bruce  W.  Curtis,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Masel,  Miss  Betty 
Teglmeyer,  Mrs.  Caleb  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  William  G.  Hebermehl,  Mrs. 
Robert  E.  Gruber,  Mr.  Donald  N.  Cochren. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mr.  Walter  E.  Pohler,  Miss  Beverly  Preston, 
Mr.  Wayne  Harlan,  Mr.  Donald  C.  Hirons,  Mr.  Stephen  P.  Longen- 
berger, Mr.  Basil  L.  Squires,  Mrs.  Lytle  L.  Harlan,  Mr.  Henry  F.  Borne. 


GRACE   EVANGELICAL  AND   REFORMED   CHURCH  SCHOOL 


WOMEN'S  GUILD  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 
First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Pastor  Edward  W.  Drews  (advisor),  Mrs.  Edward  W.  Drews, 
Mrs.  Lytle  L.  Harlan,  Mrs.  Derrell  R.  Williams  (president),  Mrs.  Albert  M.  Gessinger, 
Mrs.  Monte  K.  Richards,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Longenberger. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  G.  Ray  Sink,  Mrs.  Or  man  R.  Martin,  Miss  Betty 
Tegtmeyer,  Mrs.  Lloyd  E.  Godfrey,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Masel,  Mrs.  Stephen  L.  Noyes, 
Mrs.   Edward  S.  Miller,  Mrs.   Dale  W.  Masel. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Roberf  E.  Gruber,  Mrs.  Loring,  O.  Gotschall,  Mrs. 
Caleb  L.  Davis,  Mrs.  Basil  L.  Squires,  Miss  Ethel  E.  Johnson,  Mrs.  George  E.  Marchal, 
Mrs.  Guy  A.  Gord,  Miss  Edith  Pentz,  Mrs.  Me'vin  W.  Arnold. 


THE  PURPOSE 

I  o  iiMilc  ihc  woinci)  ol  the  cliurch  in  a 
Chiistiaii  rcll()wshi[)  and,  witli  divine  help  and 
guidaiue,  lo:  develop  an  understanding  of  the 
work  o(  ihe  enlire  (ihurch,  dee])en  spiritual  lilc. 
slinudale  sacriluial  j^iving,  and  promote  C'hiis- 
lian  seivi(C'  in  the  home,  the  loeal  cluneh.  the 
dciioiinnal  ion,  (he  (ommnnily,  the  nation  .nid 
the  world. 


The  WOMEN'S  GUILD 


"1  he  women  of  Grace  Chinxh  were  organized  seventy-five  years 
ago  as  "The  Ladies'  Aid  and  Missionary  Society"  with  seventeen 
charter  members,  remaining  active  as  such  until  1942.  As  a  residt 
of  the  merger  it  was  reorganized  in  1942  as  "The  Women's  Guild" 
with  120  members.  At  this  time  it  was  divided  into  four  circles: 
Mary  Martha,  Dorcas.  Esther,  and  Ruth  circles.  In  1944  the  Mary 
Martha  Circle  was  disb^^nded  and  the  membeis  were  absorbed 
into  the  remaining  three  circles.  In  1953,  the  Dorcas  and  Esther 
Circles  combined  to  become  the  Dorcas-Esther  Circle:  so  today 
we  have  the  two  circles— Dorcas-Esther  and  Ruth,  with  a .  mem- 
bership of  260. 

In  1954,  all  money-making  projects  were  abandoned  and  direct 
giving  was  instituted.  This  proved  to  be  quite  successful  and  has 
continued  to  be  the  accepted  policy  of  The  Women's  Guild. 

A  list  of  past  presidents  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  and  Missionary  Society 
is  not  available,  but  since  1942  The  Women's  C»uild  has  been 
under  the  able  leadership  of  the  following  members:  Mrs.  Homer 
Fry,  Mrs.  Harold  1  homas,  Mrs.  Robert  Ruhl,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Godfrey. 
Mrs.  Robert  Fisher,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Masel,  Mrs,  Melvin  .\rnold. 
Mrs.  Eulan  Peifter,  Mrs.  Ray  Sink  and  our  present  president,  Mrs. 
Derrell  Wdliams. 

On  this,  oiu-  Se\enty-filth  Anni\ersary,  we  ha\e  nuuh  lor  \\hich 
to  be  thankful  and  proud:  but  let  us  remember,  as  \ve  learn  from 
the  past  and  make  plans  lor  the  luture,  that  we  are  known,  not 
by  our  dreams,  or  what  we  hope  to  do,  but  onlv  b\  our  actual 
deeds.  Only  by  lemembering  this  will  we  lurther  the  \voik  ol 
1  he  Women's  Guild.  .\s  we  mo\c  on  through  another  score  and 
fixe  years  toward  our  "Centur)",  ma\  (iod  lead  us  and  bless  us 
and  use  us  in  His  ser\  ice  and  in  His  wax  . 


The  GIRL'S  GUILD 


Ciirls'  Guild  has  been  an  acti\'e  organization  lor  a  number  of  years  in 
Grace  Church.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  John  Heistand  the  (iuild 
was  formed  into  the  present  permanent  organization  with  stated  meet- 
ings and  regular  programs.  Ciirls'  C^uild  has  always  been  veiy  active 
helping  with  many  service  projects  in  the  Church  and  connnimity. 
The  girls  range  in  age  from  twelve  through  eighteen.  At  present  we 
have  seven  members  with  the  following  officers:  President,  Miss  Janet 
Vandervort;  Secretary.  Kay  Dickerson;  and  Treasurer,  Sandra  Long. 
Counselors  are  Miss  Betty  Tegtmeyer  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Longen- 
berger. 


The  WHITE  CROSS  GUILD 

The  purpose  of  the  White  Cross  of  Parkview  Memorial  Hospital  ol 
Fort  Wayne  as  stated  in  the  constitution  is:  "  l  he  White  Cross  is  a 
voluntary  association  of  women  organized  to  encourage  and  to  support 
the  Parkview  Memorial  Hospital  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  and  to  co- 
operate with  the  City  Board  of  Health  and  all  other  legitimate 
agencies  in  promoting  the  health  ol  the  conununity." 

Plans  for  a  White  Cross  Guild  within  our  church  began  in  the  fall 
of  1953,  and  in  the  spring  of  1954  was  organized  with  sixteen  members. 
Several  of  our  members  became  active  in  work  at  the  hospital,  eacli 
choosing  the  type  of  service  which  would  bring  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion: in  Central  Supply,  X-ray,  Business  Office,  Information  Desk  and 
the  Volunteer  Office.  Others  preferred  to  serve  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ings, working  on  articles  for  Central  Supply. 

At  the  present  time,  we  have  thirty  members.  I'hc  main  project  lor 
1957-58  has  been  sewing  garments  for  patients  in  pediatrics. 

1954-55  1956-57 
Pres/denf— Mrs.   Wm,   A.   Pringle  President— Mn.  Orman  R.  Martin 

Vice  President—Mrs.   Harry   E.   Frykberg  Vice  President— Mrs.  V^m.  A.  Marquardi 

Secrefofy-Treosurer— Mrs.    Vt^m.    A.    Marquardt  Secretary-rreosurer^Mrs.   E,   L.  Turnbull 


GIRL'S  GUILD 

First  Row,  Lett  to  Right — Sandra  Long.  Connie  Arnold,  Patricia  Bailey, 
Sharon  Longenberger. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right — Mrs.  Kenneth  Longenberger  {counsBllorj, 
Janet  Vandervort,  Miss  Betty  Tegtmeyer,  (counsellor),  Kay  Dickerson, 
Judith  Koontz. 


I, 

V/HITE  CROSS  GUILD 
First  Row,   Left  to  Right—Mrs.   Charles  E.  Stifflsr,   Mrs.   Horry   E.  Fryk- 
berg, Miss  Edith  Ringwalt,  Mrs.  Elbert  Turnbull,  Mrs.  Orman  R.  Martin, 
Miss  Bernice  Chousse. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right — Pastor  Edward  V^.  Drews,  Miss  Luelto 
Hilgeman,  Mrs.  Ray  C.  Lynch,  Miss  Edith  Pentz,  Mrs.  Calvin  H.  Ruht, 
Mrs.  Arley  H.  Fry. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Albert  M.  Gessinger,  Mrs.  G.  Roy  Sink, 
Mrs.  Loring  O.  Gotschall,  Mrs.  Lytle  L.  Harlan,  Mrs.  Monte  K.  Richards, 
Mrs.  Ivan  C.  Gordon. 


The  MEN'S  CLUB 


The  Men's  Club  of  the  Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  was 
organized  in  1936,  with  Mr.  Edward  Pali  serving  as  the  Hrst  president, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Close   (deceased)  the  first  Secretary-Treasurer. 

This  club  meets  at  the  church  on  the  third  Monday  evening  of  each 
month  from  September  through  May. 

All  men  and  boys  of  the  church  are  automatically  members  of  this 
group. 

The  primary  objective  of  this  organization  is  to  encourage  and  promote 
fellowship  among  the  men  of  our  church. 

At  present  the  club  is  presided  over  by  an  executive  committee  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  William  Good  of  the  Men's  Class;  Mr.  Robert  Ponsot 
of  the  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Class;  and  Mr.  Carl  Horn  of  the  Mixers'  Class. 
The  Secretary-Treasurer  is  Lytle  L.  Harlan  and  the  Assistant  Secretary- 
Treastirer  is  Mr.  Joe  Luyben. 


MEN'S  CLUB 


First  Row,  Left  to  Right— W.  Pohler,  L.  Slater,  M.  Arnold,  Rev.  Drews,  L.  Harlan,  H. 
Borne,  H.  Welty. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— J.  Dillon,  J.  Luyben,  J.  B.  Schwartz,  C.  Fisher,  E.  Slater, 

E.  Miller,  N.  Arnold,  J.  L.  Schwartz. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— B.  Squires,  H.  Speice,  R.  Gruber,  A.  Gessinger,  W.  Koontz, 

F.  Schwarz,   F.  Roth,  C.  Gallimore. 


Fourth  Row,  Left  to  Right— C.  Foust,  W.  Good,  R.  D.  Long,  E.  Poflf,  L.  Gotschall,  A. 
Bridge,  C.  Stevens,  F.  Smith. 

Fifth  Row,  Left  to  Right— H.  E.  Dennis,  W.  Slater,  H.  Frykberg,  R.  F.  Long,  C.  Horn, 
D.  Williams,  W.  Martin,  K.  Longenberger,  R.  Ponsot. 

Sixth  Row,  Left  to  Right— H.  Ssll,  V.  Bailey,  R.  Rossnberry,  H.  Tegtmsyer,  J.  W.  Haley, 
H.  Fry,  W.  Knauer. 


YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 


There  have  been  numerous  Christian  Endea\'or  groups  through  the 
years.  In  more  recent  years  the  name  has  been  changed  to  Youth  Fel- 
lowship. At  present  our  group  which  was  organized  in  March  1957.  is 
composed  of  nineteen  members  from  confirmation  age  to  about  age 
eigliteen.  They  meet  the  first  and  third  Simday  e\enings  of  the  month 
from  (j:.3()-8:()()  P.M.  al  the  chinch. 


OFFICERS 


Pres/dent  — Nancy  Bailey 
Vice-President  —  Dove  Benbenek 


Secre/roy  — Sharon  Longenberger 
Treasurer—Stan  Rupnow 


First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Patricio  Bailey,  Sue  Pleifer,  Koren  Good,  Pamela  Brown,  Judith  Koontz,  Sandra 
Long. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right  Poslor  Edward  W,  Drews,  Mrs,  Derrell  R.  Williams  (counsi?llor),  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Longenberger  (counsellor),  Nancy  Bailey,  Connie  Arnold,  Borbara  Curtis,  Key  Dickerson,  Sharon  Longen 
berger. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right  Mr.  Kenneth  Longenberger  (counsellor),  Robert  Schriefer,  Nickey  Arnold,  Stephen 
Longenberger,    David    Benbenek,    Dennis   Long,    Rodger   Hebermehl,  Tyrone  Rosenberry,   Stanley  Rupnow. 


The  YOUNG  IN  HEART  CLUB 

The  Young  in  Heart  Club  was  organized  in  April  1956. 
through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Charles  Stiffler.  who  was  cliaii"- 
nian  of  the  Christian  Social  Action  Department  of  the 
Women's  Guild.  She  was  assisted  by  her  co-chairman,  Mrs.  ■ 
Chester  Hinton  and  the  Promotion  Connnittee.  Mes- 
dames,  Clifford  Ritchie,  I\an  Ciordon,  Gusta\-  Hebermeiil, 
Monte  Ricliards  and  Basil  Scjuires. 


YOUNG  IN  HEART  CLUB 

First  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mrs.  Frad  Roth,  Mrs.  Victor  Guebard,  Mrs. 
Nora  Warner,  Mrs.  Gustov  Heberm3hl,  Mrs.  Emma  McDonald,  George 
S3abold  (president),  Mrs.  Elbart  Turnbull,  Mrs.  Elmer  Raymond. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— Pastor  Edward  W.  Drews,  Henry  S^ll,  Mrs. 
George  Seabold,  Mrs.  John  Schwartz,  Miss  Dorothy  Gumpper,  Mrs. 
Clark  Fisher,  Mrs.  Henry  Meyer,  Mrs.  Frank  Schworz,  Mrs.  August 
Roembke. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Righ;— Edwin  PoH,  Oscar  Snook,  Fred  Roth,  Frank 
Schwarz,  Elmor  RoymDnd,  Clark  Fisher,  Homer  Fry,  August  Roembke. 


Meetings  are  held  tlie  4th  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Members  of  the  church,  their  friends  and  residents  ol  the 
commtniity  who  are  50  years  of  age  or  more  are  eligible 
lor  membership. 

The  Officers  are:  Mr.  Crcorge  Seabold,  president;  Mrs.  E. 
L.  Turnbull.  vice-president  and  Ennna  McDonald, 
S  ec  r  e  t  a  r  y  -  T  re  a  surer. 


THE  USHERS  CLUB 
First   Row,   Left  to   Right— Mr.   Lytle   L.   Harlan,  Mr.   Edward    S.  Miller, 
Mr.  Vaughn  E.  Bailey,  Mr.  William  A.  Slater,  Mr.  Chsster  F.  Gallimore, 
Mr.  Eldon  A.  Slater. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mr.  Ronald  N.  Nelsen,  Mr.  Homsr  F.  Fry, 
Mr.  Richard  E.  Meyer,  Mr.  Lawrence  E.  Slater,  Mr.  William  W.  Knauer, 
Mr.  William  A.  Good. 

Third  Row,  Left  to  Right— Mr.  Albert  M.  Gessinger,  Mr.  William  W. 
Koontz,  Mr.  Ralph  R.  Hannie,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Gruber,  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Masel,  Mr.  J.  Wilbur  Haley,  Mr.  Arlo  C.  Bridge. 


GRACE  CHURCH  USHERS'  CLUB 

1  he  Grace  Church  Ushcr,s'  Club  was  organized  in  January  ol  1957.  Its 
chief  purpose  being,  to  improve  the  atmosphere  ot  reverence  in  our 
church  worship  services. 

Three  teams  of  seven  men  each,  were  organized  to  serve  for  monthly 
intervals.  The  hrst  captains  were  William  Hebermehl,  Edward  Mil- 
ler, and  John  McConnell.  The  first  officers  of  the  club  were:  Vaughn 
E.  liailey-Chairman,  Mr.  Lytle  Harlan— Co-Chairman,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Miller— Secy. -Treas. 

PRESENT  OFFICERS  ARE: 

William    Koontz — Chairman 
William    slater — Co-C/iOirmon 
Ronald   Nelson  —  Secretory-Treosurer 


BASKETBALL  TEAM 
First  Row,   Left  to   Right — Tyrone  Rosenberry,   David   Benbenek,  Mickey 
Arnold,  Stephen  Longenberger. 

Second  Row,  Left  to  Right — Dale  Durnell,  Stanley  Rupnow,  Car! 
Schuster,    Robert  Schriefer. 


BASKETBALL 


1955-56 

Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  entered  a  team  in  the  Junior 
High  Church  League  in  1955.  The  team  coached  by  Kenneth  Longen- 
berger, was  composed  of  the  following  boys: 


MICKEY  ARNOLD 
DALE  DURMELL 
DAVID  DURNELL 


STEVE  LOGENBERGER 
JOHN  LOWENBERGH 
CARL  RENNER 
DAVE  RENNER 


TERRY  ROSENBERRY 

MIKE  SELL 
ROBERT  SCHRIEFER 


GAMES  WERE   PLAYED   AT  THE  Y.M.C.A.   AND   ST.   JOHN'S  GYM. 
1957-58 

In  1957  our  church  entered  a  team  in  the  Senior  Higii  Chin  e  h  League, 
games  were  ])layed  in  the  St.  John's  Church  gymnasium.    The  fol- 
ig  boys  made  up  the  team. 


low 


NICKEY  ARNOLD 
DAVID  BENBENEK 
DON  CAMPBELL 
DALE  DURNELL 


DENNIS  LONG 
STEVE  LONGENBERGER 
CARL  RENNER 
TERRY  ROSENBERRY 
THE  TEAM  WAS  COACHED  BY  KENT  KOOMS 


STAN  RUPNOW 
ROBERT  SCHRIEFER 
CARL  SCHUSTER 
MIKE  SELL 


Tape  Recordings  of  Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 

WORSHIP  SERVICES 


Miss  Ethel  Johnson  was  the  originator  and  sponsor  of  the  record- 
ing by  tape  of  the  Worship  Services  in  Cirace  Church  which  began 
in  January  1951.  It  has  been  carried  on  continuously  every  Sun- 
day since  that  time  with  312  morning  services  being  recorded. 

I  he  purpose  and  aim  of  this  recording  program  is  to  take  to  our 
ill  and  shut-in  members  the  Church's  Worship  services.  Over  the 
period  of  January,  1951  to  January,  1958  approximately  83  sick 
and  shut-in  persons  have  heard  recordings  of  at  least  one  worship 
service.  One  of  our  shut-ins  has  heard  the  recordings  as  many 
as  52  times  a  year. 

The  lecording  has  been  done  by  the  director,  Miss  Ethel  Jobnson, 
with  assistance  by  Mr.  Elden  Slater,  Mrs.  Wm.  Hebermehl.  Mrs. 
Chester  Ciallimore  and  Mrs.  Ran  (iordon. 

Many  special  events,  including  weddings,  baptisms,  programs,  and 
nnisicals  have  also  been  recorded,  making  a  total  of  401  record 
ings. 

For  the  last  four  years  the  service  of  playing  back  the  recordings 
has  been  done  every  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening  by  the  direc- 
tor, accompanied  by  friends  of  the  shut-ins. 

Many  of  those  visited  have  passed  on  into  death,  but  the  recorded 
worship  services  took  (xod's  chinxh  into  their  homes  and  enriched 
their  lives. 


Former  Pastors  of  Grace  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 


REVEREND  NEVIN  H.  SCHAAF  REVEREND  R.  S.  BEAVER  REVEREND  B.  E.  REEMSNYDER 

1916-1922  1925-1931  1931-1946 


DECEASED 

REVEREND  T.  J.  BACHER 
1883-1888 

REVEREND  A.  K,  ZARTMAN 
1888-1916 

REVEREND  J.  H.  STRING 
1922-1925 


REVEREND  JOHN  W.  HEISTAND 
1946  1949 


REVEREND  F.  J.  LOWENBERGH 
19491956 


75th  Anniversary  Committee 

MR.  J.  WILBUR  HALEY,  Cba  irman 
MR.  HOMER  FRY 
MR.  FLOYD  JOHNSON 

MRS.  RAY  SINK 
MRS.  WM.  HEBERMEHL 


